
 

Welcome to 4th Grade! 
Mrs. Shutters Room 216 

Office # :(858)-279-3300 

kshutters@ssdhds.org 

● Please feel free to contact me at any time!  * 

Writing: 

Our writing curriculum used in Soille Hebrew Day is Step up to Writing. This writing 

curriculum is school wide and creates a common writing language across all grade 

levels as the skills taught progress within and across the four grade bands. The goal 

during our writing time is to complete the writing process and end with a final draft. 

The children will be learning how to brainstorm and organize ideas, put together a 

rough draft, peer edit, and end with a final draft. They will be learning all forms of 

writing such as expository, narrative, persuasive, response to literature, and 

personal communications. The children will be saving all of their final drafts 

completed this year and we will compile it into a writing portfolio. This is an 

excellent resource to show the children how their writing has improved over the 

year.  

 

Math: 

Our math curriculum will be a mix of Singapore Math, Math Spiral Review, and other 

supplemental resources to ensure your child gets the best mathematics education. 

We will begin the year with some review and then build on the following topics: 

number sense, place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, money, 

making change, telling time, elapsed time, geometry, measurement, fractions and 

decimals, probability, graphing, and ongoing problem solving skills. It is imperative 

that all students memorize multiplication facts to help build a strong math 

foundation.  

Language: 



The children will complete a daily language review (DOL) during writing time. We will 

check and correct this together as a class. They will have an occasional DOL check 

after reviewing the skill of the week.They will be tested on editing sentences and 

answering questions that focus on the skills worked on during the current week as 

well as skills taught in prior weeks. 

 

 

Spelling/Vocabulary: 

We will alternate weeks between our vocabulary quiz and our spelling test. We will be 

using Wordly Wise 4th grade for our vocabulary list and Building Spelling Skills 4th 

grade for our spelling list. The first week we will focus on vocabulary and our quiz 

will be on Thursday, unless it’s a short week. The second week we will be focusing on 

reviewing our spelling list and our test will also on be on Thursday. The spelling and 

vocabulary lists will be sent home at the beginning of the week. Wordly Wise will all 

be done online and each child will be given a login. Spelling or vocabulary review will 

be posted as homework one night of each designated week. 

Reading: 

This year in reading we will be using Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Teaching 

Reading. In 4th grade the reading series include two units in reading fiction and two 

in reading informational texts. Each unit includes approximately 17-21 sessions of 

reading workshop. The students will be using novels from our class library, Reading A 

to Z books, and will be allowed to bring grade level appropriate books from 

home/library. They will receive whole group instruction, small group instruction, 

individual reading conferences, and work in reading leveled partnerships. 

Social Studies: 

For social studies this year, we’re using Studies Weekly publications. This weekly 

magazine curriculum teaches the same information as a textbook, but in a colorful, 

illustrated format. To stay current, these publications are updated annually to cover 

state content standards and provide relevant information. 

Beyond that, Studies Weekly’s online version of the curriculum brings learning to life 

with primary source videos, audio files, photos and so much more. This media, 

combined with the attractive print format, creates an emotional engagement that 



feeds critical thinking skills development. I’m so excited to use this amazing 

resource in our classroom this year. 

 

 

Birthdays 

You may send in a store bought kosher treat for your child’s birthday if you would 

like. We will take the treat to lunch with us and serve it there. Summer birthdays 

will be celebrated during the month of June. There are currently 17 students in our 

class.  

 

 

 

 

Behavior Policy 
Your child’s good behavior is an expectation of this classroom. I use Class Dojo in my 

classroom to keep my parents updated on daily behavior. If multiple problems occur 

in one day you may be notified or the student will be assigned a Behavior Reflection 

sheet to complete during recess time. I use Class Dojo in my classroom as a positive 

reward system.   

I’ve attached a letter that explains Class Dojo a little more in depth and gives you 

information of how to join our class in Class Dojo. Each child has the opportunity to 

cash in their points they earn for a reward at the end of each month such as candy, 

computer time, rolly chair pass, homework pass, lunch with the teacher, and so much 

more. The students are also working towards a class reward that can earn them 

extra fun activities. Some of the class rewards they are working towards are 

reading in the park, game day, no uniform day, and a Popsicle party.  

I will contact you if a problem seems to be getting out of hand, or if there are 

serious behavior issues in class. Please feel free to write me a note or call if you 

have any concerns about your child’s school behavior and the acceptance of 

responsibility. 



Homework 

Homework this year will be sent home in a weekly format. I will pass out the weekly 

homework packet on Monday and it will be due at the end of the week. The packet 

will consist of social studies homework, math homework, word work (vocabulary or 

spelling) homework, reading time, and DOL. The packet can be completed in any 

order. I chose to do a weekly packet due to the fact that I know not every night 

during the week is conducive to having time to complete homework. This will allow 

your child to work on homework on the nights that best fit their schedule.  

I love to encourage my students to want to complete and be responsible for their 

homework. At the end of each trimester we will have a “Homework Star Party” 

during lunch for my students who turned in their weekly homework a 100 percent of 

the time.  

 

W.E.B. Reading (Wonderfully Exciting Books!) 

The children are expected to read at home each week. Research STRONGLY 

supports that students who read more, read better, and have higher achievement. 

We need to support and encourage free choice reading. Reading at home provides an 

opportunity to balance the students’ abilities to choose reading materials. Depending 

on your child’s reading proficiency level and maturity, you may or may not need to be 

actively involved in this. However, research also indicates that “talk around text” 

greatly enhances whatever we read. In other words, discuss what is in the text! 

Each week the children will be responsible for bringing home their reading notebook 

that has their reading log in it. They will be sent home to track their reading and 

provide a reading response as part of their weekly homework. 

 

 

Grading 

Fourth grade gives letter grades for math, English, reading, science, social studies, 

and spelling. Effort grades are given for participation and behavior. You will be able 

to check grades online at any time. 

 



Grading Scale 

93- 100% = A 

90 -92 % = A- 

88-89% = B+ 

83–87% = B 

80–82% = B- 

78–79% = C+ 

73-77%= C 

70 – 72% = C- 

68- 69% = D+ 

63- 67% = D 

60 – 62% = D- 

59 and below = F 

 

 

Let’s Have a Great Year! 

I count it a privilege to be able to be your child’s teacher during his/her fourth 

grade year. Thank you for working along with me to ensure that your child has a 

successful year. 

Please feel free to contact me at anytime with questions or concerns.  

Mrs. Katlyn Shutters 

 

 


